27 December
Sunday 27	A recall to religion
The Archbishop of Canterbury broadcast from Lambeth
Palace a recall to religion.
In our national history, he said, the year that is going can
never be forgotten. But its most recent and vivid memories had
better now be kept in silence. There can be no doubt, he con-
tinued, as to the need of such a recall to the Christian religion.
In Russia a vast community was being poisoned by an aggres-
sive atheism and by a doctrine of class warfare which is anti-
Christian, and we must be vigilant to prevent the poison infect-
ing our own people. In other countries the menace was less
open, but more insidious. There, even in the name of religion,
the idols of race and state are usurping the supremacy of Christ.
In our own nation there is beyond question a drift away from
religion. "It is natural," he said, "almost inevitable. Consider
the all-pervading influence of a secular civilisation, so com-
plete, so rich in the resources of science, that it seems to be all-
sufficing. Consider the influence of the new scientific outlook
on the universe and on man's life within it which seems to see
no place for a personal God, or for the inherent worth of the
human soul. Consider, perhaps most of all, the ever-increasing
haste and hurry and distraction of modern life. God is not so
much denied as merely crowded out. Just as when Christ came
on the first Christmas Day there was no room for Him in the
inn, so now there is no room for Him in the noise and bustle
of the hostelry of modern life.
"Moreover, all this brings a slackening, sometimes even a
scorning, of the old standards of Christian morality. We see it,
for example, in the loosening of the ties of marriage or of
restraint upon the impulses of sex. Well may we ask, 'Whither is
this drift carrying us?' It may carry us to judgment. How often
brilliant gifts fail to bear their fruit unless they have their roots in
religious faith and moral principle! So the manifold gifts which
God has bestowed upon our nation and Empire—such as the
great gifts of order and freedom—will fail to fulfil their purpose
unless they are deep-rooted in the faith and fear of God."
Could there, he continued, be a more timely occasion for such
a recall than the coming Coronation year? Within five months,
please God, our King would be consecrated to his high office,
but as representative of the nation he must bear his people with
him. The august ceremony would be bereft of its full meaning;
it would be a mere spectacle unless the nation with its King
consecrated itself to the remembrance and service of God.
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